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HELLO THERE 
 
It’s time for the first edition of the Cedar Chest. Everyone is back at 
school and camp is being prepared for next year. We are busy making 
plans for the 2019 season, which will be our 66th summer!  
 
We would very much like to hear from you during the year. Not only do 
we enjoy hearing from you but we also like to print your news in the 
Cedar Chest. It is a great way to let all your camp friends know what 
you are doing. As well as sharing news, we also like to print any 
articles and stories you have written and would like to have in the 
Cedar Chest so if you have something to contribute, just send it to us.  
 
 We look forward to hearing from you. 
 
 *****     *****     ***** 
 
 FATHER & SON WEEKEND 
 
Our annual Father & Sons Weekend was a great success. We 
enjoyed a wonderful weekend with over 65 campers sharing Camp 
with their dads. The fathers and sons enjoyed everything from Hocker 
games to campfire to a fantastic lobster dinner. It really was a great 
weekend had by all! 
 

*****     *****     ***** 
 
 BACK TO SCHOOL 
 (Re-printed from previous editions) 
 
The beginning of school is often the most important time of the year, 
because it is during this time that the foundation is prepared for the 
entire year. 
 
Try hard to pay close attention to everything that is said in class and 
keep up to date on all of your assignments.  Don't let yourself fall 
behind in any subject and try to do a little extra work if you have time. 
 
Reading is very basic and very important for all schoolwork.  Make an 
effort to do some reading every day, and try to improve your 
vocabulary, not just by memorizing words, but by reading good books 
and learning new words from them.  Read for school and read for pure 
enjoyment.  That is a great way to learn. 
 
There is a vast difference between homework and studying, and it is 
important to learn the difference.  Homework is usually some daily 
assignment that can often be done in school during study periods or 
can be done at home.  It is based on current work being learned.  
Studying, however, is never finished.  Studying is that extra effort 
shown by reviewing and remembering.  Try to develop good study 
habits.  Study hard and we hope you all have a great year in school. 
 

*****     *****     ***** 
 
 

 

 
 

*****     *****     ***** 
 

NOTES AND COMMENTS 
 
As we mentioned at the beginning of the Cedar Chest, we always like 
to hear from you during the offseason. Be sure to call, write or email, 
and we will continue to print your news right here in the Cedar Chest! 
 
Congratulations to Alex Mabbott and Annie Pentney on their 
wedding over this summer. A number of Cedarites were in attendance 
at both of their ceremonies, in England and in Canada. We’ve heard 
from Ryan Wanderer, as well as Amit Lowe. Alex Karen has been in 
touch, as have Leo Podolnick and Jesse Schwartz. The whole 
family recently saw Davis Goodman and Jake Weiner at Davis’ 
sister’s Bat Mitzvah. Dylan Rosen has been playing lots of pick-up 
football with his former bunkmates. Jason Tanenbaum has been in 
touch. He and his wife are expecting their second baby boy and future 
Cedarite this January! Jeff saw Sam Ross one day. London and 
Kaso have written. Felix and Jasper Ward have been playing lots of 
soccer. Miles Nemeroff recently celebrated his Bar Mitzvah in Salt 
Lake City, Utah and a number of Cedarites were there to celebrate 
with him, including Justin Garbowitz, Macklin Krugman, Mason 
Moses, Noah Weiner and Sam Wetzstein. Sammy and Robbie 
Mcleod recently went up to camp with Andrew Pava, Mike Rowlett, 
Brad Meeder, Leah Marwitz and Jackie Betz. All are living in the 
Boston area now. Big Mike was recently named the Assistant Athletic 
Director at The Hillside School, Brad is in graduate school at Harvard, 
and both Leah and Jackie are enjoying their new jobs at Boston 
Children’s Hospital. Fletcher Eastwood has been in touch, as has 
Henry Sklar. Ryan Lasnick has called. He is currently applying to 
graduate schools and stays in touch with a number of Cedar friends. 
Jack Pollock recently celebrated his Bar Mitzvah with a number of 
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Cedarites in attendance. They all enjoyed a good laugh when Jeff 
appeared as a cameo in Jack’s Bar Mitzvah video! Jeff has seen 
Cole and Jacob Shulkin this fall. Tayzar Kringas and Antonia 
Munday write often. They are having a blast traveling through South 
America together. We’ve heard from Meg Cliffe, Ellie Kotkis and 
Emilie Pargiter. Satchel Lipton has been in touch recently, as has 
Drew Dannenbaum. We’ve seen Max Pava , Colleen Zapcic and 
Scott Cordner. After camp, Zach Janfaza golfed with Zack Klein and 
took both Zach and Jake out for ice cream. We’ve heard from Max 
and Myles Romm this fall. Max is enjoying his new job in Philadelphia 
and sees Noah Quinn often. Spencer and Nate Goldfarb are doing 
well. Bryce Shufro is enjoying his new school. Jesse Horowitz has 
been in touch, as have Dylan and Max Schwartzreich. Sean 
Blearky, who worked at camp way back in 1980, recently reached out 
from Columbus, Ohio to keep in touch. We’ve heard from Luis Del 
Rivero, Jack Pollock and Ryan Steinberg recently. Jeff saw Teddy 
Dreyer and spoke with Tremaine Skeen the other day. Tremaine and 
Yuliya are doing well and are hoping to come back to Cedar this 
summer with their two young boys, Pasha and Dima. Nate Rose has 
been in touch. We’ve heard from a. number of staff members lately, 
including David Stack, Sam Lazarus, James Dell, Jake Gross, 
Daisha Penamene, Jessica Calamari, Ricky Wilson, Matt Tarnopol 
and Mitch Bevan! Mitch is enjoying life in Australia. Congratulations 
to Louis Abbot who is having a great soccer season at his new 
school. Jeff has been in touch with Jackson Lubar. We’ve also heard 
from Will Aronstam and Jonah Miller. Best wishes on a speedy 
recovery to Mason Spodek, who unfortunately broke his ankle in 
three places while playing lacrosse. Get well soon!  

 

*****     *****     ***** 
 

SPORTS TRIVIA 
 

1. The Red Sox just won the World Series, the 11th 
championship for the Boston/N.E. area since 2002. Has any 
other region ever had that many titles in such a short period 
of time? 
 

2. Giannis Antetokounmpo started off the NBA season with 
four straight games of 25+ points and 15+ rebounds (not 
bad for a point forward!). One other player has started off 
the season with such numbers in NBA history, but who?  

 
3. Adam Thielen just recorded his eighth straight 100-yard 

receiving game. Has this ever happened to start a season 
previously in NFL History? 

 
*****     *****     ***** 

 
TIM’S TOOLBOX 

 
Hi everybody!  We’ve had a great post-camp and are getting a lot of 
work done preparing for next summer. We are already getting frost in 
the mornings, so we have to drain all the pipes and get the water out 
before it freezes and busts the pipes.   
 
We have done a lot of work in bunks 6, 14, 15 and 16. We have put all 
new windows in a number of the bunks too. We have sanded and 
sealed the dining hall floor. We are putting on an addition on bunk 16 
in the back for more storage. We have added a big back porch to 
Bunk 17 and a big front porch to bunk 6A.   
 
We stay busy picking up all the leaves as they fall.  It is a big job 
keeping the fields clean to keep the grass happy.  After camp, we 
aerate all the fields and campus, slice the grounds and put seed 
down.  We even put sod down in a number of areas.  The grass looks 
amazing right now and it bounces back fast after all the wear and tear 
from the summer.   
 
The BIG news is that we are breaking ground on a big new 
gymnasium by the Cedarena!  It took a lot of meetings to get the 
permits, but we are now underway.  Very exciting.  Hopefully the 
weather cooperates so we can get a lot of work done before the 
snows come!  Otherwise camp looks great!. The whole crew is well 
and we will be working hard to get camp ready for you next year! 
 

*****     *****     **** 
 

YEARBOOKS 
 
Andrew Pava is busy editing both the Cedar video and photo 
yearbooks; We will let you know when to expect them so that you and 
your friends can enjoy a summers worth of memories. 
 

*****     *****     **** 
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*****     *****     ***** 
 

COACH’S CORNER 
 
We know that most of you are involved in sports this season and we 
hope your teams are doing well.  Make the most out of every day and 
try to improve each and every practice.  Be a leader on the field and 
help out the other players on the team, as well as your 
coaches.  Coaches love it when you give them a quick “thank you” at 
the end of practices.  Help them out with the pick-up at the end of 
practice.  These little things are important and if everyone chips, in it 
helps make a good team.  My coach used to say almost every day “it 
is a great day to play the game”, even on cold rainy days at 
practice.  That became the attitude on the team and helped us 
appreciate that we were lucky just to be out there with our friends 
doing what we loved to do!  Have fun, work hard and make the most of 
each and every practice!  Good luck! 

 
*****     *****     ***** 

 
KEEP IN TOUCH 

 
Remember you can contact us by e-mail at info@campcedar.com.  
We love to hear from you so drop us a note and let us know what you 
are up to. We hope you all have a great winter. Be well! Remember, 
you can always see a high-resolution version of the Cedar Chest on 
our website!  

*****     *****     **** 
 
 
 
 
 

*****     *****     ***** 
 

LOST ITEMS 
 

If you have any clothes or equipment that belongs to someone else, 
please send it on or contact the camp office so we can get the item 

back to their rightful owners. Thanks in advance for your help. We 
have already sent out all labeled items that were recovered at camp.  

 
*****     *****     **** 

 
COMMUNITY SERVICE VOLUNTEERS 

 
We are pleased to hear from many of our campers regarding their 
community service efforts at home.  We try hard to instill the 
importance of giving back at Cedar and were involved in a number of 
community service projects this past summer including:  
 
Preparing and serving meals for a local soup kitchen.   
Working with a local family with special-needs children. 
Hosting a four-day camp for 200 boys and girls in partnership with 
Harlem lacrosse.   
Staff donating blood to the American Red Cross. 
Holding a swim-a-thon to help raise money for Camp Champions, a 
scholarship fund that sends boys and girls to camp throughout New 
England.  
Joining girls from Mataponi to cook and serve food and provide 
musical entertainment for a low-income housing residence in 
Lewiston.  
Volunteering at the local Horse Rescue Farm. 
Frosting cupcakes to be brought to the soup kitchen. 
Working a day with “Cradles to Crayons” in Boston. 
 
A special congratulations to Tyler Ziffer, who recently raised over 
$16,000 for Camp Sunshine from his Bar Mitzvah!  
 
Keep up the good work and continue to give back! 
 

*****     *****     **** 
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*****     *****     ***** 
 

NATURE UPDATE 
 

Take a look around you on the way to school or on the bus.  The 
leaves are turning amazing colors in the Northeast and the fall is a 
great time to see some cool stuff.  Up at camp we have seen lots of 
turkeys, squirrels, chipmunks, hawks, turkey vultures,  a few foxes, 
porcupines, grouse, woodchucks and deer.  When we put down grass 
seed all over camp, the birds think we are feeding them, and they are 
around in big numbers.  During camp, the birds are a bit scared off by 
all the noise.   
 
The night sky is different each season and there are different stars 
and constellations out now.  During the summer, we had an amazing 
time looking at four different planets in the night sky for most of the 
summer.  Now see if you can’t figure out Orion’s Belt.  It is a bright 
constellation that you can see for the next few months.  Because of 
the rainy fall, we have an incredible amount and variety of mushrooms 
in the woods around camp.  Barry, our bus driver, knows how to pick 
the ones which ones are good to eat, and which ones have strong 
medicinal value too!  Get outside and enjoy the outdoors!! 
 

*****     *****     ***** 
 

CAMP CEDAR SPECIAL POWERS (Birthday Card Answers) 
 

Six kids would rather fly than be invisible, while five would prefer to be 
invisible instead of being able to fly.  

 
*****     *****     ***** 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
*****     *****     ***** 

 
SPORTS TRIVIA ANSWERS 

 
1. There have been two comparable streaks, but never one 

that has crossed over all four major sports. From 1923 to 
1943, the New York Yankees won ten World Series titles. 
From 1957 to 1969, the Boston Celtics won 11 NBA titles. 
However, no city has endured this extended run of success 
across multiple franchises in sports history. Hooray Boston!!  
 

2. Wilt Chamberlain accomplished this feat in 1965, with 
whopping averages of 39.3ppg and 25.3rbg.  

 
3. While Calvin Johnson did record eight straight games with 

100+ receiving yards, unlike Thielen, it was not done starting 
with the first game of season.  

 
*****     *****     ***** 
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*****     *****     ***** 
 

IN REMEMBERANCE OF ANDY KESSLER	
		

 
April 22, 1962 -- September 13, 2018 

 
Andrew (Andy) was born in Brookline which is where his parents Bette 
Ann and Robert grew up. Andy was the middle of three children with a 
younger sister Susan and an older brother Gary. The family lived on 
Winston Road in Newton where the neighborhood was full of similarly 
aged boys. Andy spent lots of time outdoors running around or playing 
basketball in the driveway with the neighborhood boys or with his dad 
and brother in the evenings. Andy continued to play basketball into 
adulthood which he enjoyed but he was no threat to any of the Celtics. 
Andy was an okay student but very early on he was introduced to 
photography which would become one of his life's passions. He went 
on to get his BFA at the Rhode Island School of Design. In the 
summers, from age 8 to 15, Andy went to Camp Cedar in Casco 
Maine. Andy loved Camp Cedar and many of his lifelong friends were 
made from his years at the camp. During summers he took extended 
backpacking and canoe trips and through those trips, which he often 
took with his brother, Andy, discovered a love for exploring and being 
out in nature. While Andy learned a lot about photography during his 
time at RISD the question soon arose about what to do for work now 
that he had his art degree. Andy considered many things including 
camping. He started his own business called Coffee Pond 
Photography which was named after the lake where Camp Cedar was 
located. Andy soon partnered with Marc Stiller, a Camp Cedar friend, 
and together the two of them expanded and grew the business.  
Around 2002 Andy learned that his friends Jeff and Karen Packman's 
daughter Hanna had cancer. Jeff and Karen had a team in the 2003 
Pan-Mass Challenge (PMC) bike ride which raises money to support 
the Dana-Farber Cancer Center.  
 
 
 
 
 

Up to this point Andy had not been a cyclist but committed himself to 
train so he could complete the nearly 200-mile ride. Not only did he 
commit to train he also committed to raise as much money as he could 
for the PMC and each year he raised enough to be part of the "Heavy 
Hitters" group. Soon cycling became a passion of Andy's. He rode 
nearly every day and made many new friends through the sport. He 
continued to ride the PMC for 14 years only missing it in 2018. In 
2014, Andy was diagnosed with cancer of the larynx. Andy became a 
patient at Dana-Farber, the hospital whose work he had supported for 
the years he rode in the PMC. Andy went through radiation, but it did 
not kill the cancer. His best option was surgery and in 2015 he had a 
laryngectomy which removed his voice box. Andy had always been an 
outgoing and gregarious person and this major surgery would take 
away his regular voice. Many people would have withdrawn after this 
life changing surgery, but Andy bounced back quickly and was soon 
doing all the things he loved in life from hanging out with friends, to 
travel with his family, to cycling in the PMC and ski trips to British 
Columbia and Italy. Andy did not miss a beat. After two and half years 
of being cancer free, Andy was told that his cancer had returned. In 
early 2018, Andy began treatment, knowing the odds were not in his 
favor. He endured both aggressive chemo therapy and radiation. 
Neither was able to kill the cancer. Andy also tried immunotherapy but 
that too was unsuccessful. At this point Andy was out of options for 
further treatment. While Andy often thanked his medical team at Dana-
Farber while alive he wanted to offer a final thank you to everyone 
who treated him so well and kindly during his time at the hospital. One 
thing that gave Andy his strength was the support of his family and 
many friends. During his most recent round of treatment, Andy staged 
a pop-up photography show in Wellesley with proceeds from the sales 
of the photos going to Dana-Farber. Andy was overjoyed with the 
hundreds of friends and family members who attended the opening of 
the show. Despite death coming too soon, Andy accepted his fate with 
the courage and grace in which he lived his life. His one regret was 
that he left his beloved wife and caregiver Betsy and their children 
Kess and Jackson far too soon. He loved his nieces and nephews, 
Emma & Caleb Kessler and Douglas, Julia & Caroline Cohen, Ben 
Sankel and of course his mother, Bette Ann Kessler as well as his 
sisters-in-law Erika Lindberg, Amy Cohen and his brothers-in-law 
Jimmy Cohen and Howard Sankel. He was so looking forward to 
spending many years laughing and traveling with Betsy and watching 
his children graduate college and have families of their own. In the 
end, Andy had a great life, made up of so many friends and a close 
family. When Andy's doctors told him to get after his bucket list, he told 
them it wasn't necessary, he had lived his bucket list. 

 
*****     *****     ***** 

 
 
 


